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manifestations may be expected to change with advancing
age. The infant's primitive display of undirected energy
attracts attention and often leads to the removal of the
offending pin or the satisfaction of the hunger which has
evoked the behavior. At three years of age, however, the
same response would normally bring annoyance rather than
satisfaction. Accordingly, the child changes his-tactics and
directs his emotional energy more effectively to a particular
end. A two-year-old who felt deprived of his share of affec-
tion would be apt to hit the baby brother or sister, while
the five-year-old, because of social pressures that have been
brought to bear on him, would be more likely to hurt the
younger child's feelings than his body. A six-month-old
baby is excused for pushing away and spitting out food which
he dislikes, but a five-year-old who angrily shoves away the
proffered food shows a retarded emotional development.
Such primitive expressions of anger as kicking, stamping,
screaming, crying, throwing objects, struggling, biting, and
refusing to budge gradually fade out of the picture as they
fail to get- the results which the child desires and as he learns
better to direct the energy liberated at the beginning of his
attempt to overcome an obstacle.
Fear. — Fear responses, like anger, are part of the child's
total behavior, and increase and change with his general
intellectual development and his ability to control the en-
vironment/ They become more specific and differentiated
during the years from two to six. There have been a num-
ber of investigations which have supplied definite informa-
tion about the fears of preschool children. Jersild and
Holmes48 have obtained parents' reports of children's fears
and have studied fear behavior by means of observation and
experimentation.
In the groups studied, there was, from two to five years,
an increase in fear of the dark, being alone, imaginary crea-
tures, kidnapers, matters associated with death, dreams and
48 Arthur T. Jersild and Frances B. Holmes, Children's Fears. Child
Development Monographs No. 20. New York: Teachers College, Columbia
University, 1935.

